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band personnelintroduction

Week in, week out, Salvation Army bands assist in worship, focusing heart and 
mind. Thoughtful devotion, prompting prayer! Pulsating drive, calling followers of 
Christ to work and witness! Equally, their music takes listeners to heights of praise 
as God’s love and goodness is recognised. This CD is but a sample of some of the 
‘praise music’ which so often lifts worshippers in Salvation Army meetings and 
festivals. It is our prayer that you will allow your heart to be roused by this music 
and that you will join us in Endless Praise.        

Kettering Citadel Band are a group of men and women who, like their forebears 
over the last 125 years at Kettering, find great joy in service to their Lord and 
King. The commitment to the presentation of music represented here is obvious 
and a long list of performances at prestigious venues and in different parts of the 
world could easily be given; but the real value and accomplishment of the Band 
is the way in which they lead the Kettering Citadel Corps in worship and witness 
throughout the year.     

Here is a group of talented musicians whose aim it is to dedicate the very best in 
brass band flair and eloquence so that God’s kingdom might be benefitted. It is the 
prayer of the Band and indeed the officers and soldiers who make up the Kettering 
Citadel Corps of The Salvation Army that this music will touch your heart and help 
you to recognise something of the great God to whom all praise belongs.
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Glorifico Aeternum

We are reminded here in scintillating fashion of Martin Rinkart’s famous hymn 
Now thank we all our God and the fact that ‘God has blessed us from our mother’s 
arms’. 

This fast moving, rhythmic composition, well loved by Salvation Army and 
contesting bands alike, takes time to say ‘thank you’ because Somebody prayed 
for me, and recognises that blessings come in so many ways and that our praise 
of God should truly be, eternal.

Dedicated to the memory of Bandmaster Jim Hopkin, Glorifico Aeternum is built 
around a combination of traditional and contemporary worship songs; Now thank 
we all our God, Somebody prayed for me, Over all the Earth and The King of love 
my Shepherd is.

I Can Think of Him  

Joy Webb is known equally for her thought provoking lyrics and her haunting 
melodies. Her music has found its way into 60s pop culture (The Joy Strings), 
beautiful choral presentations and also the wider brass band world. Here, Leslie 
Condon takes her melody I Can Think of Him and presents it in thoughtful 
mood. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary since Leslie Condon was promoted to glory 
whilst conducting Croydon Citadel Band during Christmas carolling in Croydon 
town centre. This piece is included as a tribute to the great man and as a mark of 
his contribution to Salvation Army banding.

kettering citadel band
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Excelsior  

There is a sense of praise from the moment the opening bars of this captivating 
piece of music are sounded. The music, which expresses the universality and joy of 
the Gospel, was written as the overture to the 1990 International Congress Youth 
Spectacular, and originally scored for big band. The melodies included are The 
World for God, At Thy Feet I bow adoring, Glory to His Name, World Army Youth, 
and Keep the old flag flying. Tune into this music and let your heart respond in 
praise and thankfulness. 

Praising  

Major Donna Peterson, of the USA Eastern Territory, has a special gift for composing 
very singable, rhythmic tunes. Here Erik Silfverberg takes her melody, written in a 
samba rhythm, to accompany Fanny Crosby’s words 'Blessed Assurance, Jesus is 
mine'. It’s different, very different to the old tune associated with the words 'This 
is my story, this is my song: Praising my Saviour all the day long' but keep them in 
mind, and see if you can sit still whilst you listen to it!

A Little Prayer  

Amidst great times of praise there is always a time when the heart responds naturally 
in thankful prayer. Here the Band’s Principal Euphonium, Deputy Bandmaster Gary 
Rose, takes time out to lead us in that natural outcome of high praise with Dame 
Evelyn Glennie’s A Little Prayer.     

Since its formation in the late 1880s, the Kettering Citadel Band has been 
consistently at the forefront of Salvation Army music making and witness. The 
Band is made up of Christian men and women from all walks of life and ages, and 
is busily engaged in a range of activities.

In addition to its normal commitment to Sunday worship and witness, the Band 
supports the local community in civic events, gives concerts for churches and local 
charities and regularly visits two H.M. Prisons on Sunday mornings.

In its history the Band has performed at many prestigious venues including the 
Royal Albert Hall, London on several occasions, and has also undertaken overseas 
campaigns to Holland, Sweden, Canada, Norway, Italy and The Netherlands.

Each year the Band holds an 'open' band practice for former members to join with 
them for an evening of music making, maintaining a link to the Band's illustrious 
past. 

The current members of the Band are proud of the heritage of Kettering Citadel 
Band and are committed to looking after its future proclaiming the Gospel in 
music.

kettering citadel band
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God on high
Hear my prayer

In my need
You have always been there.

If I die, let me die
Let him live, bring him home

Bring him home
Bring him home.

Bring him peace
Bring him joy
He is young

He is only a boy.

You can take
You can give
Let him be

Let him live.

Bring Him Home  

An arrangement of the popular song Bring Him Home from the musical Les 
Misérables, based on Victor Hugo’s novel and set against the backdrop of the 
French revolution. The song has been taken up by many a loving parent in recent 
years in thinking of their soldier son or daughter serving in some trouble spot of 
the world.  

Endless Praise  

A collection of three well-loved hymn tunes, presented in overture style, giving 
an unconventional twist to each tune: My Saviour’s love, Blessed Assurance and 
Joyful, Joyful, we adore thee, this piece was written by William Himes as a tribute 
to two friends, Commissioners Raymond and Merlyn Cooper; former leaders of the 
Salvation Army’s USA Southern Territory. Listen for the trio of Soprano Cornet, Solo 
Cornet and 1st Trombone as they present the testimony of the Commissioners 
and all who know God’s love in Jesus: ‘I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the 
Nazarene’.

Richard Phillips was appointed Bandmaster of Kettering Citadel Band in May 
2001 in succession to Roy Kirsopp, who held the position for ten years. Richard 
attended the Royal College of Music where he gained an ARCM and Dip. RCM in 
piano performance. 

He has directed musicals and arranged for several prominent record labels, bands 
and soloists. Richard has travelled the world as a concert soloist and has also 
accompanied many prestigious instrumentalists such as Don Lusher, Philip Smith, 
Steven Mead, Alan Morrison, Steve Sykes, the Childs Brothers and the Opera Babes 
to name a few.

In June 1994, whilst working for The Salvation Army, Richard was promoted to 
Head of the Music Editorial Department, the first lay Salvationist to hold this 
important post, where he was responsible for all Salvation Army music publication 
in the United Kingdom.

Richard is currently the Performance Director of the Thomas Deacon Academy in 
Peterborough, one of the largest academies in the country.

Having previously held the position of Bandmaster of Chatham Citadel Band, 
Richard became the Bandmaster of Enfield Citadel Band in November 1997 and 
has also worked with numerous contesting bands.

Under his capable leadership, the Band's reputation for the highest possible 
standards is assured.

richard phillips - bandmaster
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Resurgam  

It has to be said: ‘we are not singing praises through every moment of life’. There 
are conflicts within every aspect of living. Light and darkness; joy and sorrow; life 
and death. Such contrasts are present in each one of our lives and call for great 
faith in God’s great promises.

Here, in his much celebrated composition, Eric Ball throws the contrasts created by 
life into high relief. He uses a quotation from the Apocrypha (The Book of Wisdom), 
and accentuates the idea still more:

The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God,
And no torment shall touch them.

In the eyes of the foolish they seem to have died;
Their departure was accounted to be their hurt,

And their journeying away from us to be their ruin;
But they are in peace.

The opening motif of the music has sometimes been called ‘the faith motif'. It 
occurs often through the composition and is heard again in triumph at the end of 
the work when all the intervening tumult is over.   

Life is not all roses! There are trials and troubles to face, dangers and depression 
lurk menacingly around many a corner, hurts and pains that crush the heart come 
to us all no matter how strong our faith.  But, ‘The souls of the righteous are in the 
hands of God’ and therein is our peace. Resurgam… he shall live again!

Endless Praise? I should say so… if we as Christians cannot find reason to lift our 
hearts in praise, who can? 

Praise Tribute  

Written for The International Staff Band and based on Wilfred Heaton’s much loved 
march, Praise, this composition has deliberately adopted the style of Heaton and 
follows his original key-scheme, whilst developing music from the old Manx revival 
hymn, The Good Old Way. The title therefore acknowledges this, and also the 
praise due to the God, who, as the hymn says, gives us a ‘sweet hope of glory’ in 
our souls.

Be Still for the Presence  

Here we are treated to a sensitive and extended treatment of David Evans’ Be still 
for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here, truly a modern classic which is 
destined to take its place along with the very best in church hymnology. 

This chorus is so often sung in reflective and meditative mode as befitting the initial 
words of the title, but it says so much more to us, lifting us through the words of 
each verse to deeper and more intense praise. In this setting, by Kettering’s gifted 
Bandmaster, emphasis on the words ‘the glory of the Lord’, the ‘power of the Lord’, 
is further enhanced by reference to ‘Be glad in the Lord’. 
  
Él Es El Señor  

There’s a real party atmosphere as the Band adopts a Spanish style for this 
composition from the pen of Dean Jones, even to the point of employing Spanish 
trumpeters! This piece is just bursting with enthusiasm as it features the song, He 
is Lord in seeking to depict God’s power in a lively and uplifting way. Enjoy the 
party – we have much to rejoice in as we recognise again God’s great power at 
work in us!


