
Laudes Domini ©SP&S

A Happy Day ©SP&S

Cornet Soloist Daniel Robson

Endless Praise ©USA Central Territory

The Better World ©SP&S

Euphonium Soloist Christian Marklew

Just Like John ©SP&S 

Peace of Heart ©SP&S

Crown Imperial ©Boosey & Hawkes

Count Your Blessings ©SP&S

Trombone Soloist Andrew Newell

Temple 85 ©SP&S

Pie Jesu M/s

Euphonium Duetists Keith Loxley & Christian Marklew

Truth Aflame ©USA Eastern Territory

William Gordon

Erik Leidzén

William Himes

Norman Bearcroft

Norman Bearcroft

Leslie Condon

William Walton arr. Wright

Brindley Boon 

Norman Bearcroft

Andrew Lloyd Webber arr. Edmonds

Kevin Norbury

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Total CD Playing Time 67.30

4.13

4.54

9.03

8.54

4.01

7.03

6.15

6.23

3.02

3.52

8.45

Code No. Booklet-Pgs12&1

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

©&P SP&S, a division of Salvation Army Trading Company Ltd. 66-78 Dennington Road, Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 2QH 
All rights of the owner and of the works reproduced reserved. Unauthorised copying, hiring, 

lending, public performance and broadcasting of this recording prohibited. (MCPS)

SPS 270 CD

Just Like John Booklet_02.indd   1 13/4/10   15:17:50



Tenor Trombone

Andrew Newell Bristol Easton

Mark Sharman  Birmingham Citadel

David Lockwood  Chatham

Bass Trombone

Luke Williams  Govan 

Euphonium

Keith Loxley  Harpenden

Christian Marklew  Consett

 

Bass Eb
Martin Blessett Peterborough

Andrew Piper  Leicester South

PROGRAMME NOTES

We do hope that you enjoy this latest album from The Household Troops Band. This is the 17th CD 

recording that we have made over the years and each one has been quite different. Since that very first CD, 

Rolling Along, which was recorded in a very cold Wood Green Salvation Army Hall in January 1997, we 

have featured composers such as William Himes and Norman Bearcroft, there was the Blue Book Favourites 

containing those favourite numbers that we’ve all marched to and all except one album, Procession, were 

recorded with the expert assistance of Brian Hillson. There have been 'tour' recordings, designed to take 

overseas like Sound of Britain in 2002 to take to Canada and the USA, Trailblazers in 2008 to visit Australia 

and Singapore and now this one, Just Like John, to take to Norway in 2010. 

 

This is the last CD to be conducted by the Bandmaster, Major John Mott as he retires in 2010. Although it is 

not a personal selection of favourites, there are some numbers which fit that category. 

Bass Bb
Stephen Hopkins  Hendon

Andrew Miller  Milton Keynes

Band Sergeant 

Percussion

Richard Brown  Chalk Farm

Ashley Durrant  Guisborough

Secretary & Colour Sergeant

Jan Johnson  Cambridge Citadel
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Soprano Cornet

Jason Beattie  Norwich Citadel

Cornet

Daniel Robson   Birmingham Citadel

Simon Rowney  Sheffield Citadel 

Carl Saunders  Cardiff Canton

Deputy Bandmaster   

James Ord   Leicester South 

Gavin Brown  Sunderland   

  Monkwearmouth 

Martin Bennett  Nottingham

Matt James   Bristol Staple Hill

David Edmonds  Dunstable

Flugel Horn

Peter Elliott   Liverpool Walton

Tenor Horn

Neil Blessett  Birmingham Citadel

Jolyon Hinchcliffe  Staines

James Bryant  Bristol Easton

Hayley Beynon  Cardiff Canton

 

Baritone

David Taylor  Norwich Citadel 

Stephen Kane  Bexleyheath

PERSONNEL LAUDES DOMINI
It has been the tradition of The Household Troops Band to play a fanfare at the beginning of concerts. 

Olympic Fanfare by John Williams was used for a few years and the finale of the march Cairo Red Shield was 

featured in a similar fashion in the early days of the band. However, for the past two years we have used this 

piece, which is billed as Fanfare & Chorale - Laudes Domini, where William Gordon features the words of 

the hymn May Jesus Christ be praised.

A HAPPY DAY
It was in May 1915 that the first composition from Erik Leidzén found its place in The Salvation Army Brass 

Band Journal, a march entitled Stockholm 1. In 1927, A Happy Day found its way onto the pages of the 

Festival Series. This was his first solo work, but certainly not his last, and has never lost its appeal.

ENDLESS PRAISE
This work was written by William Himes as a tribute to two friends, Commissioners Raymond and Merlyn 

Cooper. In the form of an overture, this piece presents three differing styles, all using well-loved Christian 

songs. The first is I stand amazed in the presence, written by Charles Gabriel; the second is a latin-style 

arrangement of Blessed Assurance, mainly featured here as a trombone solo and the third is a setting of 

Joyful, Joyful, returning to the original fanfare-like style in the finale. 
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THE BETTER WORLD

This classic solo by Norman Bearcroft, in the bravura style, is based on an old song about Heaven. The song 

is very descriptive when it talks about 'angels with bright wings' and 'gushing streams of grace' and was 

widely used in the very early days of the Army. This solo, premiered by Derick Kane with The International 

Staff Band in 1978 at the International Congress 'Symphony of Brass' Festival at the Royal Albert Hall, 

contains all the hallmarks of a Bearcroft solo, with astral heights scaled, deep emotions stirred and a 

dramatic finale.

 

JUST LIKE JOHN 

This is another favourite from the pen of Norman Bearcroft. This number was a great hit when the Canadian 

Staff Band toured the UK on their first visit after being re-formed by Norman Bearcroft. The Troops Band 

played it as part of their repertoire for their first summer tour in 1985 along the South Coast. The title comes 

from a line of a Spiritual 'I goin’ to walk all in Jerusalem... just like John'. The style of the piece harks back to 

an Army when people gave their testimony one after the other. Some were brash, some were shy, some were 

downright loud! However all made a contribution.

Marching in the footsteps of these men, the present day Household Troops Band was re-formed in 1985. 
Drawn from all over the United Kingdom, they try to emulate their early-day counterparts and like the 
original band, the camaraderie and ‘fellowship’ of The Household Troops Band is a tremendous force and 
the repercussion is strikingly evident in its performances. Affectionately known by many as ‘the people's 
band’, The Household Troops Band plays music which will attract people’s attention and cause them to ask 
what their motivation might be. All members of the band are committed Christian men and women serving 
in their local Salvation Army bands in the UK.

Since the Troops were re-formed there have been many opportunities for service which are 
above and beyond the norm for Army bands. Among these were appearances in the Crystal 
Cathedral in Pasadena, USA, a week-long engagement on the Eastbourne Bandstand playing 
over 250 pieces in five days, The Lord Mayor’s Show in the City of London each year, Military 
Tattoos, and the Taunton Flower Show, attracting some 3,000 people, amongst many others. 
  
2010 marks the retirement of the Bandmaster, Major John Mott. John re-formed the band in 1985 and this 
makes 2010 a good year to step down as the conductor after 25 years. The band has now been in operation 
some 19 years longer than the original band and will be making its 17th tour when it visits Norway in May. 

www.householdtroopsband.org.uk
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PEACE OF HEART
Leslie Condon was proud of his Fakenham roots and often returned there whilst serving as a Salvation Army 

Officer. On a visit with friends he was walking past the Parish Church and as he did so, the clock chimed a 

quarter past the hour and at this time he was reminded of the song by the Reverend Sidney Cox, There’ll be 

no sorrow in God’s tomorrow. This song, which concludes the piece, is typical of the gracious and meditative 

arrangement of other songs in this genre.

CROWN IMPERIAL
This march was written by William Walton for the coronation of George VI and was commissioned by the 

BBC. It has been recorded by many other brass and wind bands and for the solo cornet line is a real test of 

stamina in the final bars! This is the first recording of this fine music by a Salvation Army band and is one 

of the bandmaster's personal favourites.

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 
Colonel Brindley Boon was a colourful and talented writer and composer. Throughout his career he wrote 

a wide variety of words and music which have been extensively used all over the world to great effect. This 

solo, in the traditional air and variations style, was published in 1953 and is based on the familiar song of the 

same name.

THE HOUSEHOLD TROOPS BAND

The early history of The Salvation Army is sprinkled with stories of courage, daring and great initiative, 
and music played its part in all of these. In 1886 a ‘speaking, singing and praying’ brigade was formed 
comprising cadets who were sent out to evangelise in areas specifically targeted by the founder of The 
Salvation Army, General William Booth.

The male cadets were headed by a band of 25 players known as The Band of the Life Guards. Each man 
wore a white military pith helmet, a red jersey, blue trousers and gaiters and carried a knapsack and a water 
bottle. It was later suggested that a permanent band be established to continue the good work and so the 
following year, on March 12th, a notice appeared in ‘The War Cry’ asking for volunteers to form a band that 
was to be organised for continuous service. The band was to be dealt with in the same way as candidates for 
Salvation Army ‘officership’ - no salary and just food and drink supplied. Within one month, 25 men were 
accepted for service under the leadership of Staff-Captain Harry Appleby.

During April and May the band underwent extensive training of how to play and pray and on 1st June 
the Household Troops Band marched into Salvation Army history. These young men were the pioneers 
of millions of Salvation Army bandsmen who have marched the streets in every corner of the globe. 
During their initial lifespan of six years (the original Household Troops Band was disbanded in 1893) they 
campaigned in the Midlands, the Black Country, Ireland, USA and Canada.
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ADDITIONAL NOTE

Way back in 1985 when the idea of a 'second' Household Troops Band should be formed, I thought that this 

would be a 'one off' experience to be held in the form of a summer tour along the South Coast of England. 

The weather was warm, we had begged and borrowed uniforms, music stands and music, and we had no 

financial backing. However just a few weeks before we were due to set off, the Eastbourne Borough Council 

phoned to ask if there was a band that could fulfil a week-long engagement on the bandstand of that lovely 

seaside resort. As we had already 'booked' other places to visit, we could not undertake the whole week, but 

we did play at six concerts on the bandstand during that time and received £600 for travelling expenses. 

This paid for the coach for the whole tour!

In those early days, we always had to explain to organisers just who we were. Many thought that we were all 

military Salvationist musicians, whilst others thought we were actually part of the military establishment 

and had no connection with The Salvation Army! On one occasion when we visited a summer Divisional 

School of Music, the young people expected us to appear on horseback! However, this was all a long time 

ago and one hopes that the band has found a place in Salvation Army history and we no longer have to tell 

people who we are.

Major John Mott

TEMPLE 85 

This march was written by Norman Bearcroft in 1985, the same year that the Troops were re-formed, for 

a celebration of Toronto Temple Corps. It contains the very encouraging refrain 'Hold the fort, for I am 

coming, Jesus signals still'.

 

PIE JESU

This classic song by Andrew Lloyd Webber is derived from his Requiem Mass, which was dedicated to his 

father William, who died in 1982. It has been arranged here as a euphonium duet by a member of the Troops 

Band, David Edmonds, who is affectionately known by the boys as Noel.

TRUTH AFLAME

This number by Kevin Norbury, billed as an overture, demonstrates the originality and creativity of the 

composer. Using complex rhythms and sudden time changes, it is a challenging work for any band and is 

based on the old song Thou Christ of burning, cleansing flame, send the fire. William Booth wrote this song 

and it first appeared in the War Cry in April 1894 with the caption 'another song from the General'. This 

piece is conducted by Deputy Bandmaster Carl Saunders.
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