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Programme Notes 

For 128 years, Norwich Citadel Band has endeavoured to adhere to the command from The Salvation 

Army’s Founder, William Booth, which led to its formation: 'Get a drum and rouse Norwich from one end to 

the other.' The Band’s ministry now stretches far beyond the confines of its home city, but still we seek to 

use our music to rouse people, to wake them up, or cause them to be active or excited, according to one 

dictionary definition. We hope that this recording will entertain you and that you will enjoy listening to 

our music, but also that it will awaken within you a greater desire to actively respond to God’s presence in 

your life, or perhaps a desire to discover Him for yourself for the first time. 

Premiered in 1942, Fanfare for the Common Man was written in response to a commission by British 

conductor Eugene Goossens, who was at that time with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. Goossens 

had commissioned a number of fanfares from British composers during World War 1, to open each of 

his concerts. He repeated the exercise during World War 2, with American composers. Of the 18 fanfares 

written, Copland’s is the only one still within the standard orchestral repertoire, perhaps because Copland 

used it subsequently as the 4th movement of his 3rd Symphony. 

The arrangement of the Norwich Anthem was written for Norwich Citadel Band’s 125th Anniversary 

celebrations in 2007. The melody is that of a prayer chorus adopted by the corps (church) at Norwich 

Citadel as its anthem in the early 1930s. The words reflect the power of God to meet our needs:

Bring Him thy sorrow, bring Him thy tears,

Bring Him thy heartache, bring Him thy fears,

Go tell Him plainly how thou dost feel,

Jesus will pardon you, Jesus will heal.
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Originally written for The Salvation Army’s Central London Fellowship Band, the march Metropolis features 

the chorus I’ll stand for Christ, for Christ alone, reminding us that when God meets our needs, our response 

should be to want to live for Him. 

Of course, life isn’t always easy, even with God on our side. Dudley Bright, Principal Trombone of the 

London Symphony Orchestra, reflects this in his composition Confrontations. The words of Lieut-Colonel 

Stanley Ditmer’s hymn, I’m in His hands form the basis of the work, which explores the conflict between 

the hostile confrontations we may face in life and the loving confrontations we experience in a personal 

relationship with God. The words of the first verse read:-

I shall not fear though darkened clouds may gather round me,

The God I serve is one who cares and understands,

Although the storms of life would threaten to confound me,

Of this I am assured, I’m in His hands!

The motif of the last four words appears throughout the work, at the opening in fanfare form, and at the 

very end as a triumphant recognition that we are within the care of a loving Heavenly Father. 

In lighter vein, Ty Watson’s Swing Hosanna is a swing arrangement of the chorus Give me oil in my lamp. 

The composer is a former member of The Salvation Army’s Canadian Staff Band. 

David Winch, our Principal Horn player (and also Principal Horn of The Salvation Army’s International 

Staff Band), is featured in an arrangement written for him by Paul Sharman. You Love Me is based on a 

song of the same name written for Salvation Army choirs, paraphrasing words from Psalm 8. The words 

remind us of the wonder that such a mighty God is interested in us as individuals, despite our apparent 

insignificance when compared to the scale of His creative power:
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When I look into the night and see displayed your power and might,

As I survey the galaxy, I am amazed that you love me.

Servants of God is a new work by Steven Ponsford, and features the worship song King of Kings, Majesty, in 

which the last line of the chorus is I love to serve your majesty. There are also references to the hymn tune 

Laudate Dominum, with which we associate the words ‘Ye servants of God your master proclaim’. 

Leonard Ballantine is known throughout The Salvation Army (and further afield) for his creative choral 

writing. His writing for brass bands is similarly inventive, and Covenant Worship gives a slightly different 

take to the old fashioned ‘selection’ format. Worship is the Christian’s constant acknowledgement of God’s 

pre-eminent presence in our lives, and the composer uses a common motif to link together three melodies: 

Was lebet (O Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness), Trust in God (By the love which never ceased to hold 

me…I renew my covenant with thee) and Graham Kendrick’s I Worship You (The reason I live is to worship you). 

Heartbeat adopts a similar theme. Again by Leonard Ballantine, it seeks to portray the place of worship 

at the very centre of our existence, our response of joy and devotion for the gift of life itself. The four 

contemporary worship melodies included are: Teach me to dance; It is to you; Heaven is in my heart and 

Above all. 

Joseph Marie Canteloube (1879-1957) was a collector of folk songs in his native France, recording and 

preserving a human heritage at the point it was about to be wiped out by 20th Century progress. Indeed, 

he compiled a huge and scholarly edition of folk songs which he had collected from around the country, 

including his native Auvergne region. He wrote that a transcribed folk song 'is like a pressed flower, dry 

and dead - to breathe life into it one needs to see and feel its native hills, scents and breezes'. So he 

provided evocative orchestral accompaniments to many of the songs from the Auvergne, in order to 

breathe that life back into them. The beautiful The Shepherd’s Song, from his Songs of the Auvergne, is 

perhaps the most widely recognised of the melodies today. 

Richard Woodrow - Bandmaster

Richard Woodrow was born into a Salvationist family at Norwich 

Citadel and is a product of the Young People's Band at the corps.

Joining Norwich Citadel Band in 1978, he spent six months as a back 

row cornet player (including his first solo with the Band, Eric Ball's 

Clear Skies), before becoming the Band's soprano cornet player for 

nine years. A move to solo cornet followed and just prior to the the 

Band's South African Tour in 1993, he took took over the principal's 

chair from his father, David.

Richard has been in demand for a number of years as a cornet soloist, not only in Norwich Citadel Band 

concerts but around the United Kingdom and also Scandinavia. In 2004 he toured North America with 

The International Staff Band playing flugel horn, featuring as a soloist during that tour. In 2008 he was 

appointed as a member of the ISB with which he toured the USA Western Territory in March 2010. 

Prior to becoming Bandmaster in 2008, Richard was Deputy Bandmaster for five years, and previously 

leader of the Young People's Band for 12 years, responsible for teaching and training the young people. 

This led to a number of years as an instructor at summer music schools in the UK, and a year as the guest 

conductor of The Salvation Army's Norwegian Territorial Band.

The Woodrow family makes Norwich Citadel their regular place of worship. Richard is married to Elizabeth 

who is a songster. They have two children, Eve, who plays horn in Norwich Citadel Band and Mark who 

plays tuba in the Young People's Band. By profession, Richard is a solicitor with a global insurer based in 

Norwich.
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The second contribution from Paul Sharman is the title track for this recording, Blessing and Honour, a 

joyful arrangement of Jamie Harvill and Gary Sadler’s popular worship song, Ancient of Days: 

Every tongue in Heaven and earth shall declare your glory,

Every knee shall bow at your throne in worship;

You will be exalted, O God, and your kingdom shall not pass away,

O Ancient of Days.

Isaac Watts’ words ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’ have been given many different treatments over 

the years. This arrangement, When I Survey, by Dutch Salvationist Olaf Ritman, features Norwich Citadel 

Band’s trombone section and marries the famous words to the folk tune O Waley Waley.  

Leslie Condon, one of The Salvation Army’s most revered composers, was evacuated to Fakenham (20 

miles from Norwich) during World War 2. He also accompanied Norwich Citadel Band on its 1971 tour of 

Sweden. His festival arrangement The Call of the Righteous, is based on the following words: 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound

And time shall be no more.

And the morning breaks, eternal bright and fair;

When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore

And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.

The music speaks of the faithful Christian’s ultimate goal, a place in eternity with our Heavenly Father. The 

‘trumpet of the Lord’ sounds in the opening section (with a reference to the Last Post) calling the ‘saved 

of earth’ to their heavenly reward. A beautiful pastorale follows, depicting the breaking of a bright, eternal 

morning, before an exciting finale asks the question ‘Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?’ The music 

Always looking for new and innovative ways of communicating its music and message to people, Norwich 

Citadel Band has appeared many times on television as well as making numerous recordings.

The Band, along with the Songsters (choir) and junior musicians are an integral part of a thriving corps. 

Norwich Citadel Corps is truly a branch of the Christian church that reaches out with 'Heart to God and 

hand to man'.

www.norwichcitadelband.org.uk
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Norwich Citadel Band

Norwich Citadel Band was established in 1882 when General William Booth's command to the new 

converts to form a band was dutifully obeyed. He had come to preach at the newly opened corps (church), 

which was based in a former roller skating rink in the heart of the old medieval city of Norwich. The 

General implored its citizens to 'Get a drum and rouse Norwich from one end to the other'. This directive 

was immediately acted upon, instruments were purchased and a band was formed. By December 1882 

the Band was heard playing and marching the streets proclaiming the message of God's love for all.

1882 was a prolific year for The Salvation Army. Its work was commenced in Canada, India, Switzerland and 

Sweden as well as the opening of corps number 304 in Norwich, England. Some of the bandsmen of today 

can trace family roots back to those early days and are justly proud of their heritage.

Today the Band is very much involved in the life of the city and provides music for many civic, church and 

cultural events including the annual Lord Mayor's Civic Service and the Remembrance Day Parade. It also 

regularly plays in the magnificent 11th century Cathedral and in concert halls around the region.

Travel to other parts of Great Britain giving concerts and leading worship at Salvation Army centres is 

part of the Band's raison d’être. Appearances at famous venues include London's Royal Albert Hall, Royal 

Festival Hall and Queen Elizabeth Hall, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, the concert hall of the University of 

Cape Town, the Centennial Memorial Temple in New York City and Sandringham, the Queen's residence 

in Norfolk.

For many years the Band has toured overseas and has visited the Netherlands (1959), Sweden (1971 and 

2004), Norway (1990), the USA (1985 and 1998), Canada (1985) and South Africa (1983), where Norwich 

Citadel Band were the first Salvation Army band ever to visit the African continent from overseas and the 

first ever brass band to travel to that country.

ends with a triumphant sense of affirmation, one which we hope you will be able to echo in your heart 

that, one day, ‘I’ll be there’. 

In recent years, Kenneth Downie has taken a succession of older Salvation Army melodies (many of which 

have fallen out of regular use) and given them each a new treatment. Stars of the Morning is one such 

arrangement, and is another reference to the faithful believer’s promised eternal reward in Heaven. It is 

based upon William Orcutt Cushing’s words:

When He cometh, when He cometh to take up His jewels

All his jewels, precious jewels, His loved and His own,

Like the stars of the morning, His bright crown adorning,

They shall shine in their beauty, bright gems for His crown.

Another reference to Heaven, and this time as a reason to have a song in our hearts and on our lips, brings 

this recording to an end, with William Gordon’s festival march, Salvation’s Song, published in 1984. The 

words to the chorus used in the trio section are as follows:

We’ll sing in the morning the songs of Salvation

We’ll sing in the noontide the songs of His love

And when we arrive at the end of our journey,

We’ll sing the songs of Zion in the courts above.

We trust that your experience is one which reflects the optimism which the promise of eternal life affords 

to every Christian. If it is, then we hope it will have been deepened by this recording. If it is not, we pray 

that this recording may be a means of challenge and encouragement which causes you to question 

your response to God’s love for you. Whatever your circumstances, we hope that this recording will bring 

blessing to you as we have sought to give honour to God through our music-making. 


