Christmas
Collection
The International Staff Band
of The Salvation Army

& Black Dyke Band

Introduction
One of the aims of music ministry within The Salvation Army is to provide
music that seeks to be a connection and invitation to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. For many Salvationist musicians it also provides a source of strength
and encouragement so that one can communicate who we are and what we
believe in. When our Founder, William Booth, said ‘Why should the devil
have all the best tunes?’ he saw the power of music as an opportunity for
musical notes on a page to be a bridge to evangelise, providing a springboard
for an invitation or spoken word.
Christmas is one such time when The Salvation Army band is seen in
shopping centres and on street corners playing carols and Christmas songs
and giving a reminder to the public of the significance of such a season.
Originally, Salvation Army bands used ‘Carol Cards’ with well-known
carols such as O come, all ye faithful featured, but it was not until 1964
that The Salvation Army published its first Carol Book entitled ‘Christmas
Praise’ which included 78 carols and Christmas songs. In 1994, ‘New
Christmas Praise’ was published which included 115 carols and Christmas
songs. This book was not only used by Salvation Army ensembles, but also
by many other groups.

24 years on from this popular resource, we are now pleased to bring you a
new book entitled ‘Christmas Collection’. This new edition has 143 carols
and Christmas songs which include all the standard favourites along with
many updated arrangements and popular Christmas repertoire.
This exciting venture has been boosted by the support of The International
Staff Band and Black Dyke Band who have graciously agreed to record
some of the material contained within the book. It is hoped that, as you
listen, you will enjoy the arrangements, all of which can be played with just
a quartet or a full ensemble as presented on this recording.
If you enjoy playing all types of Christmas music, this collection will meet
your musical needs. The Salvation Army continues to seek connective
means of evangelism, and we hope that as you enjoy the festive season
you remember the real reason for this special and precious time that is
Christmas, the celebration of Jesus Christ’s birth.
May God bless you.
Andrew Blyth
Music Editorial

The International Staff Band
The first reference to a ‘Staff Band’ recorded in Salvation Army history dates back to
1880. However, it was on 7 October 1891 that an ‘International Headquarters Staff
Band’ was officially brought into being. The present-day International Staff Band
therefore acknowledges this date as its formal inauguration. In those early days the
band was entirely made up of officers and employees of The Salvation Army and
attendance at the band’s rehearsals and engagements took precedence over work!
The modern-day ISB is drawn from a wide geographical radius and the members are
engaged in a variety of professions, with only a few now being employed by The
Salvation Army. All of them are active members of their local Salvation Army corps,
with many holding leadership positions. They serve with the ISB because they, in
common with their early day counterparts, believe that God uses the band’s ministry
as a means of spreading the message of the Christian Gospel.

The band meets at The Salvation Army’s Territorial Headquarters in London every
Wednesday evening for rehearsal and makes monthly visits to Salvation Army
centres around the Territory, where it presents concerts, open-air ministry, and leads
worship. It is regularly featured at major Salvation Army events such as Congresses
and has also taken part in many significant events linked to the wider brass banding
movement, building bridges and strengthening links between these two significant
strands of brass band music-making. It also undertakes visits to other Salvation Army
territories, taking with it its very special brand of Salvation Army music ministry.
The band records regularly for the SP&S label and also recorded a commercial album
called Together for Universal Classics and Jazz – a project that provided the band and
The Salvation Army with an unprecedented level of publicity as a result of working
with one of the world’s largest recording companies. The album was even nominated
for a Classical Brit Award!
The ISB shares a common goal with every musical group within The Salvation Army,
as it seeks to communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ through its music.

Black Dyke Band
Located in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the highest
rank in the worldwide brass band community. Critics have rightfully declared it
to ‘stand alone’ in the history of brass bands. Starting in 1816 as a brass and reed
band, the modern brass band cites its founding year as 1855, under the title Black
Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run by John Foster and Sons that sponsored
the group. The band’s heralded story told in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one
of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy Newsome, demonstrates a band that has
dominated the British contest arena from its earliest days.

Not content to rest on past laurels, Black Dyke has continued to garner significant
wins under its current Music Director, Prof. Nicholas Childs, who took on musical
leadership of the band in the autumn of 2000. In 2015, the band became European
Champion Band for the 13th time. Although they have not entered the contest every
year, in 2014 the band, for the 30th time, was declared British Open Champion at
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. The band has also been National Champion of Great
Britain on 23 occasions, most recently in October 2014, becoming Double Champions
in 2014. In 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013, it became Champion Band at
the English National Championships. Black Dyke Band is the most recorded band in
the world, with over 350 recordings and the number growing every year. Under Prof.
Childs, it has received multiple CD of the Year awards in the brass press. One mark
of the band’s reputation came in August 2007 when Black Dyke was invited to take
part in the BBC Promenade Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, London. The band
has appeared in major concerts halls around the world from New York to Tokyo. Its
performing and recording schedule can be considered among the busiest and most
productive of any British brass band.

In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor the work of young people, Black Dyke
Band, under the guidance of Prof. Nicholas Childs assisted by qualified members,
formed the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. The purpose of the enterprise is to inspire
and motivate young people aged 11 to 21 in full time education to achieve their full
potential as musicians, composers and citizens. The band takes its logo of the stag’s
head and Latin quotation from the armorial bearings granted in 1857 to John Foster,
founder of the band. The quotation translates to...
“ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”

Credits
The International Staff Band
Producer: Adam Goldsmith
Engineer: Melissa Dee
Post-Production: World of Sound
Recorded by World of Sound at
All Saints’ Church, East Finchley during 2018
Black Dyke Band
Producers: Nicholas Childs and Richard Scott
Engineer and Post-Production: Richard Scott
Assistant Engineer: Phil Hardman
Recorded by World of Sound at
Morley Town Hall during 2018
Executive Producer: Trevor Caffull
Production Manager: Nicki Tonge
Project Coordinator: Mari Malm Mørkved
Artwork and Design: Dan Homerstone

1. Ring the bells §
2. It’s the most wonderful time of the year ǂ
3. The candle song §
4. While shepherds watched §
5. Calypso Carol §
6. A winter’s tale ǂ
7. Still, still, still §
8. Carol of the bells ǂ
9. O holy night! §
10. White Christmas ǂ
11. I wish it could be Christmas everyday ǂ
12. Gaudete §
13. O Christmas tree ǂ
14. Love came down at Christmas §
15. Let it snow! ǂ
16. Saviour’s Day §
17. So here it is, merry Christmas ǂ

18. Jingle bell rock ǂ
19. Mary’s Child §
20. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree ǂ
21. In the bleak midwinter §
22. Huron Carol §
23. Walking in the air ǂ
24. Mary’s boy child §
25. Stop the cavalry ǂ
26. It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas ǂ
27. Christ is born (Il est né) §
28. Little children, wake and listen §
29. All I want for Christmas is you ǂ
30. Come and join the celebration §
31. Worldwide Christmas message ǂ
32. The virgin Mary had a baby boy §
33. Merry Christmas everyone ǂ
34. We wish you a merry Christmas ǂ

§ - The International Staff Band
ǂ - Black Dyke Band
Arrangements 1-3,5,7,8,11,12,13,16-20,22,24,25,27,29,30,32,33,34 by Andrew Blyth
Arrangements 6,10,15,23,26,31 by Richard Phillips
Arrangements 4,9,28 by Kenneth Downie

