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Rhapsody for Bass Trombone by Frigyes hidas
For this recording of Rhapsody for Bass Trombone by Hungarian composer Hidas Frigyes, 
(1928-2007), the Fredonia wind Ensemble is joined by internationally acclaimed soloist  
randall Hawes, bass trombonist of the Detroit symphony orchestra. In this popular work, 
Hawes’ focused tone and brilliant musicality prove to be the perfect vehicle for communicating 
the composer’s sophisticated yet unostentatious language. Lajos Hollos, then president of the 
Hungarian radio wind Concert series, asked Hidas to write a piece for band. At first Hidas 
resisted, “I don’t know what a band is. why should I do this?” Hollos replied, “because  
everyone loves your music, and we want you to write for band.” Rhapsody for Bass Trombone 
was composed for professor Donald knaub, bass trombonist of the rochester Philharmonic 
orchestra for 16 years and Professor of Trombone at the Eastman school of Music from  
1951 to 1977.
 wind Ensemble conductor Paula Holcomb recalls, “The recording of this work was challenging 
due to the weather! Mr. Hawes was scheduled to perform earlier in the week on a wind Ensemble 
concert, but was unable to travel due to a blizzard. so he literally walked into the hall and started 
recording without prior rehearsal or performance. what a fantastic learning experience for the ensemble!”

Concerto for Percussion and Wind Orchestra by toshiro mayuzumi
Commissioned by robert boudreau and the American wind symphony orchestra, Toshiro 
Mayuzumi’s Concerto for Percussion and Wind Orchestra (1965) features an adventurous 
ensemble utilizing a variety of percussion instruments along with harp, oboe d’Caccia, and two 
timpani to offer a wide spectrum of colorful timbres and striking instrumental effects. with its 
careful spatial arrangement of the ensemble, calling for one timpani on each side of the stage, 
Concerto for Percussion and Wind Orchestra recalls Mayuzumi’s similar experiments with 
sound and space in his highly acclaimed Nirvana Symphony of 1958. This arrangement allows 
for frequent call and response gestures between the two timpani, which are often pitted against 
each other as if locked in agonic struggle. 

Wind Symphony by mark engebretson
Mark Engebretson’s Wind Symphony was composed over a four year period from 2003 to 2006 
and commissioned by the sUNy Fredonia wind Ensemble. During this period, Paula Holcomb 
led a series of reading sessions with the wind Ensemble that served to incubate and develop 
the piece. The work was premiered in spring 2006 at the Eastern Division Conference of the 
College band Directors National Association under the direction of Paula Holcomb. The title, 
Wind Symphony, reflects Engebretson’s aim to re-interpret formal conventions of classical 
symphony form in a fresh, contemporary idiom.
 Mark Engebretson (b. 1964) is Associate Professor of Composition and Electronic Music 
at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He received commissions from the Fromm 
Music Foundation and the Thomas s. kenan Institute for the Arts. His works have been pre-
sented at sEAMUs, ICMC, bowling Green Festival of New Music, Third Practice Festival, wien 
Modern, Gaida Festival, sonoimagenes, Hörgänge Festival, Ny Musikk, Indiana state University 
New Music Festival, the Florida Electroacoustic Music Festival, IsCM Festivals, andworld 
saxophone Congresses. He founded the UNCG New Music Festival in 2004 and is director of 
the A.V. williams Electronic Music studio at UNCG.

Inspired by a passion to showcase exciting commissions and 
superb artists, the sUNy Fredonia wind Ensemble presents its 
premiere CD with appreciation for each and every ensemble 
member and the administration of sUNy Fredonia!



Concerto for Trumpet and Wind Orchestra by Jerzy sapieyevski
In this impressive recording of sapieyevsky’s Concerto for Trumpet and Wind Orchestra, 
the Fredonia wind Ensemble collaborates with Alex Jokipii, principal trumpet of the buffalo 
Philharmonic orchestra and member of the sUNy Fredonia trumpet faculty. Commissioned by 
the American wind symphony in 1978 and premiered under the direction of robert boudreau, 
this exciting work, often described as the “Mercury Concerto” because of its moody and capri-
cious character, has become a staple of wind ensemble repertoire. 
 The work is divided into three movements, the second and third of which flow together without 
pause. The piece is fantasy-like and improvisatory as it flings itself excitedly from one theme to the 
next, often without transition or pause. In the opening movement, this montage technique is accentuated 
to great effect by contrasting the percussively driven ensemble against the urgent proclamations 
of the solo trumpet. Mr. Jokipii was honored to perform a work premiered by Armando Ghitalla. 

Mountains and Mesas by karl Boelter
originally commissioned for the sixth annual meeting of the best of the west Music Festival at 
Mesa state College in Grand Junction Colorado, Mountains and Mesas was premiered by festival’s 
conductor Calvin Hofer in December 2005. Though not intentionally programmatic, the opening 
motive seems to traverse from valley to plateau. After a plaintive theme and graceful harmonic 
gesture, the peacefulness is broken by a triplet riff that is soon to become the rhythmic thrust 
for much of the rest of the piece. 
 These three ideas — rising fifths, plaintive harmonic gesture, and jazz-like melodic patterns 
— give this work its form. Flights of counterpoint are cut short by moments of expansive 
gesture, and grand harmonies accompany intricacies of rhythmic detail. The composer writes: 
“Grand Junction is beautiful in all its contrasts. I wanted to create a work that emphasized the 
contrast between elements and found this to be a fitting reference to the place.”
 karl boelter is the Director of the school of Music at sUNy Fredonia. His music has been 
played internationally, and his output demonstrates his attraction to an interrelation of the  
arts: poetry, theater, dance, and architecture.

t h e  p e r F o r m e r s
dr. paula holcomb became 
Director of bands at the state 
University of New york at 
Fredonia in 1999 after being 
Director of bands for 20 years 
at Central College in Pella, Iowa. 

Under her direction at Central College, the symphonic 
wind Ensemble and the symphonic band toured 
internationally to Canada, Europe, and Mexico and 
performed at Alice Tully Hall of New york City’s 
Lincoln Center. At sUNy Fredonia, Dr. Holcomb 
oversees an extensive band program consisting of 
four concert bands while she conducts the wind 
Ensemble and musicals. In addition, she initiated 
the Master of Music in Conducting degree program 
and teaches graduate and undergraduate conducting.
 Highly sought after as an adjudicator and 
guest conductor, Dr. Holcomb has conducted 
bands and orchestras in 39 states, south America, 
Australia, Mexico, Europe, Asia, and Canada. she 
has presented Conducting symposiums in Canada, 

south America, Australia and the United states.  
Dr. Holcomb is former assistant horn of the  
Des Moines symphony and past president of the 
Iowa Music Educators Association. recently, she 
was presented with the A. Frank Miller award from 
kappa kappa Psi, served on the Council and Artistic 
Planning Conference Committee for the world 
Association of symphonic bands and Ensembles, 
serving on the board of the Conductors Guild and is 
currently Northeastern Division President-elect of 
the College band Directors National Association.

randall hawes has been bass 
trombonist with the Detroit 
symphony orchestra (Dso) 
since 1985 and as lecturer of 
trombone began his relation-
ship with the Northwestern 

University bienen school of Music in 2003. He 
has been a clinician, taught master classes and 
performed as a soloist, orchestral and chamber 
musician in Australia, Asia, throughout Europe and 
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North America. Hawes received a bachelor of music 
education from Central Michigan University, where 
he studied with william rivard. From 1980 to 1982 
he was a member of the kalamazoo symphony 
orchestra, American wind symphony, and the New 
york Harlem opera Ensemble. In 1985, following 
two years on the road with the woody Herman 
orchestra, Hawes was awarded a fellowship to the 
Tanglewood Institute for the summer, after which 
he won the Dso position. In addition to the Dso, 
he has performed with orchestras including the 
Pittsburgh, boston, and Chicago symphonies, the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic, and the Grand Teton 
Music Festival orchestra. He was a member of 
the first world orchestra for Peace in 1995, when 
sir Georg solti invited him to Geneva, switzerland 
to help celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
United Nations. His association with woP continues 
with solti’s successor, Valery Gergiev, and has 
included multiple international tours and recordings. 
Hawes performs chamber music frequently with 
the Dso octet, Cuttime Players, Chicago’s Music 

of the baroque, Chicago Chamber Musicians, and 
concerts with musicians of the Chicago symphony 
orchestra. Hawes has collaborated with pianist 
kathryn Goodson on two solo cds, Melodrama and 
the recently released Barn Burner.

alex Jokipii was appointed 
principal trumpet of the buffalo 
Philharmonic orchestra in 1998. 
Mr. Jokipii has appeared as a 
soloist with the bPo playing the 
Arutunian Concerto, Copland’s 

Quiet City, Haydn’s Concerto and bach’s Brandenburg 
Concerto No. 2. Mr. Jokipii has also appeared as 
principal trumpet with the Dallas symphony and 
the Florida orchestra in addition to performing with 
the New york Philharmonic. He holds degrees from 
western Michigan University and The Juilliard 
school and is currently on the faculty of the state 
University of New york at Fredonia.

Commissions and Concertos

Mark Engebretson: Wind Symphony 
published by Effiny Music (www.effinymusic.com)
Julie Deroche, Producer
bernd Gottinger, Audio Engineer and Mastering
Matt wilson, recording Engineer

Jerzy sapieyevski: Concerto for Trumpet and Wind Orchestra 
published by C.F. Peters
Donald Deroche, Producer
bernd Gottinger, Audio recording and Mastering
Evan Mangiamele, recording Engineer

Frigyes Hidas: Rhapsody for Bass Trombone and Wind Band 
published by Edito Musica, budapest
Julie Deroche, Producer
bernd Gottinger, Audio recording and Mastering
Matt wilson, recording Engineer

Toshiro Mayuzumi: Concerto for Percussion and Wind Orchestra 
published by C.F. Peters
Julie Deroche, Producer
bernd Gottinger, Audio recording and Mastering
Matt wilson, Associate recording Engineer

karl boelter: Mountains and Mesas 
available direct from the composer
Alex Jokipii, Producer
bernd Gottinger, Audio recording and Mastering
Evan Mangiamele, recording Engineer
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      Mark Engebretson
      Symphony for Winds*
  1  I.  �  = 120 [9:15]
  2  II.  � = ca. 60 [4:04]
  3  III.  � = 108 [6:08]
  4  IV.  � = 184 [3:37]

      Jerzy Sapieyevski
      Concerto for Trumpet and Wind Orchestra
  5  I.  Allegro ma non troppo [8:52]
  6  II.  Andante/Allegro moderato [5:59]
      Alex Jokipii, trumpet

      Frigyes Hidas
  7    Rhapsody for Bass Trombone and Wind Band [11:00]
      Randall Hawes, bass trombone

      Toshiro Mayuzumi
  8    Concerto for Percussion and Wind Orchestra [7:09]

      Karl Boelter
  9    Mountains and Mesas [6:08]

      Total Time = 62:12

      * Commissioned by the SUNY Fredonia Wind Ensemble

C O M M I S S I O N S  A N D  C O N C E R T O S 
SUNY Fredonia Wind Ensemble | Paula Holcomb, conductor


