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Sonata, Op. 12 – Lawson Lunde (b. 1935)
Lawson Lunde is a Chicago-based composer and pianist. His Sonata, Op. 12 features 
familiar musical forms and elegant melodic writing throughout. This work is routinely 
taught to saxophone students, and is a standard in the repertoire, but not often recorded. 
The first movement, Allegro, is in sonata form and features two themes in the exposition: 
the first is bold and forward, while the second theme is more refined and whimsical. The 
second movement, Andantino cantabile, ebbs and flows organically, and clear cadences 
define the larger sections.The final movement, Allegro vivace, is an example of rondo form, 
and the elegant and sophisticated third theme is the centerpiece of this movement.  

Almost Out of the Sky – John Leszczynski (b. 1987)
Composed in 2011 by a consortium of 30 saxophonists, Almost Out of the Sky is inspired 
by excerpts from a Pablo Neruda poem of the same name. Leszczynski writes the following 
about his composition: “In the first movement, You are what the wind was making, the 
saxophone carries a single, unyielding melody over a minimalist piano part. Beginning  
softly, the wide leaps of the melody gradually intensify and push further and further 
upwards until abruptly crashing downwards in a rush of sound. Out of the residue, a  
single repeated note in the piano continues to ring, and in this stillness the melody returns 
in a new light. See how many stars are smashed in the pool is built around a floating  
and transparent 12-tone melody which at times takes on a darker, dance-like tone.  
The final movement, My heart spins like a crazy wheel, is a literal palindrome featuring 
bright, pointillistic motives and brief quotations from Schubert’s Gretchen am Spinnrade. 
The disjointed and jubilant fragments build up into a brief lyrical climax, and then the  
movement unwinds note-for-note back to the beginning.”

the music
Sonata, Op. 19 – Paul Creston (1906-1985)
Composed in 1939, Creston’s Sonata, Op. 19, is one of the most frequently performed and 
recorded works in the saxophone repertoire. Creston’s neoclassic approach to form with 
regard this work is highlighted by post-impressionist harmonies and the idiomatic use of 
octatonic pitch collections. Rhythmic vitality, shifting meters, and cunning melodic themes 
distinguish the outer movements of this work, while the second movement, titled With  
tranquility, features lyrical writing for this pairing of instruments at its finest. 

Sonata of Puzzles – Baljinder Singh Sekhon, III (b. 1980)
Sonata of Puzzles was commissioned by over 50 saxophonists from 16 countries as part of 
the inaugural Global Premiere Consortium Commissioning Project, and was written in 2015. 
Sekhon writes the following about his piece: 

“As the titles suggest, this work is modeled after the structural properties of three 
different types of puzzles. In the first movement, Never-Ending Jigsaw, the pitch 
and rhythmic structure of the piano and saxophone parts fit together like puzzle 
pieces. Through a variety of hocket patterns and complementary pitch collections, 
the performers rely on each other to complete the fabric and texture of the entire 
movement. The second movement, Dead-End Labyrinth, is based on a complex pitch 
structure that is generated from the basic pitch structure of the first movement. 
This creates many more musical paths to follow with a variety of “turns” and dead 
ends. The music ebbs and flows as new discoveries are made, longer stretches of 
the “maze” are reached, and backtracking is required. The third movement, Crossword 
On Fire, takes all of the pitch material from the first two movements and fits them 
together in a way that highlights both the similarities and differences between 
them. Segments of pitches are pieced together in a sort of musical crossword 
puzzle to solve this movement and the contents of the puzzle guide the entire 
structure. The title of this movement comes from the “burning” nature of the 
music, as if someone is tasked with solving a crossword puzzle that is on fire.”
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the performers
Adam Estes is assistant professor of music at the University of Mississippi, where he 
teaches saxophone and bassoon, coaches woodwind chamber ensembles, and teaches 
woodwinds methods courses. Most recently, he was assistant professor at Minot State 
University. Formerly a band director in the public schools in Mason, Texas, Estes has also 
held posts as visiting professor of saxophone at Furman University and the University of 
South Carolina, as well as instructorships at Presbyterian College and the South Carolina 
Governors School for the Arts and Humanities.

Estes is a founding member of the Assembly Quartet, and maintains an active performance 
schedule as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestral musician. He has been the principal 
bassoonist with the Western Plains Opera Company and the Minot Symphony Orchestra, 
and has been a regular substitute bassoonist and saxophonist with the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra, North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, South Carolina Philharmonic, Charleston 
Symphony Orchestra, and Augusta Symphony Orchestra. His performing career has taken 
him to venues in Scotland, Ireland, Austria, Switzerland, France, and Belgium. He holds 
graduate degrees from the University of South Carolina and a Bachelors degree in Music 
Education from Tarleton State University. His primary teachers have been Clifford Leaman, 
Greg Ball, Peter Kolkay, Carol Lowe, and Douglas Graham. Dr. Estes is a Yamaha Performing 
Artist and performs exclusively on Yamaha Saxophones.

Stacy Rodgers is professor of music at the University of Mississippi where he is head of 
keyboard studies and collaborative piano. He earned a bachelor’s degree in piano per-
formance from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, and a master’s degree in piano 
pedagogy and literature at the University of Texas in Austin. Mr. Rodgers teaches piano 
performance, piano literature, private lesson and group piano pedagogy, accompanying, 
chamber music, and an occasional theory or history course. He performs frequently with 
his wife, Diane Wang, as a piano duo and four-hand team, and with faculty colleagues 
from all performance areas. At the national level, Mr. Rodgers has performed with soprano 

Distances Within Me – John Anthony Lennon (b. 1950)
Composed in 1979, Lennon writes the following about Distances Within Me: “The title  
refers to a range of emotions and reflects the instinctive, rather than formal, way the  
pieces was composed. Several recurring themes or motives give the sense of a rondo form 
to the work, although it is actually through-composed. I have attempted to arrange the 
pace at which the emotions shift by creating areas of changing intensity (i.e., degrees  
of chromaticism) and density. This allows the piece to express different sentiments  
evocative to the individual listener.” 
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Kallen Esperian, members of the New York Philharmonic, the University of Michigan wind 
faculty, violinist Scott St. John, and Rolf Smedvig, founder and lead trumpet of the Empire 
Brass Quintet, and many others. In a typical year, he performs more than twenty different 
full-length programs. His chamber repertoire alone includes almost five hundred works, 
from pieces for solo instrument and piano, to works for multiple pianos with or without 
orchestra, piano trios, quartets, quintets, and mixed ensembles. 

Compact disc recordings include Fantaisie Brillante: A Cornet Retrospective (Centaur CRC 
2743), and Twelve Celebrated Fantaisies and Airs Varies by Jean-Baptiste Arban (Centaur 
CRC 2917), both featuring a collaboration with Charles Gates, cornet; Close to Home:  
Music of American Composers with Michael Rowlett, clarinet (Albany TROY1385); and 
American Masterpieces for Two Pianos (soon to be released on Albany Records) with the 
Wang-Rodgers Piano Duo. Rodgers appears frequently at various regional, national, and 
international conferences, presenting programs of significant twentieth-century composi-
tions as well as new unpublished works by young American composers. Most recently he 
appeared at the 50th anniversary national conference of the College Music Society held in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, performing Leonard Bernstein’s last major work, Arias and Barcarolles 
for mezzo soprano, baritone, and piano four-hands, with his wife Diane Wang, and University 
of Mississippi voice faculty Bradley and Jennifer Robinson.

acknowledgments
Produced by Adam Estes and Jeffrey Reed

Recording, editing, mixing and mastering: 
Jeffrey Reed, Taproot Audio Design

Recorded at David H. Nutt Auditorium,  
The University of Mississippi

Cover Art: Fractal r 17x22 by Stephen Dankner. 
Digital Image ©2014 by Stephen Dankner.  
Used by permission.

Photo of Adam Estes and Stacy Rodgers  
by Derek Baker. Used by permission.

Publishers
Paul Creston’s Sonata, Op. 19
is published by Shawnee Press, Inc. 

Baljinder Singh Sekhon’s Sonata of Puzzles 
is published by Glass Three Press 

Lawson Lunde’s Sonata, Op. 12 
is published by Southern Music Company; 

John Leszczynski’s Almost Out of the Sky 
is available from the composer

John Anthony Lennon’s Distances Within Me 
is published by Dorn Publications, Inc. 

This recording was funded in part by a  
College of Liberal Arts Summer Research  
Grant from The University of Mississippi.

Estes_1658_book.indd   7-8 11/21/16   11:21 AM



  Paul Creston
  Sonata, Op. 19
 1 With vigor [4:37]
 2 With tranquility [4:38]
 3 With gaiety [4:14]

  Baljinder Singh Sekhon, III
  Sonata of Puzzles
 4 Never Ending Jigsaw [5:16]
 5 Dead-End Labyrinth [5:57]
 6 Crossword on Fire [5:22]

  Lawson Lunde
  Sonata
 7 Allegro [4:44]
 8 Andantino cantabile [4:25]
 9 Allegro vivace [3:27]

  John Leszczynski
  Almost Out of the Sky
 10 You are what the wind was making [7:18]
 11 See how many stars are smashed in the pool [2:22]
 12 My heart spins like a crazy wheel [3:40]

  John Anthony Lennon
 13 Distances Within Me [11:03]

  Total Time = 67:32
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