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Ten Days that Shook the World is John Reed’s phenomenal fi rst-hand 
account of the October Revolution, leading up to the storming of 
the Winter Palace and the assumption of power by the Bolsheviks in 
1917. A socialist journalist from the United States, John Reed was open 
about his Bolshevik sympathies and used his support to gain access to 
offi cials, witness speeches by the likes of Lenin and Trotsky, and observe 
the tumultuous overthrow of Kerensky’s provisional government by the 
allied factions, whose confl icts and competing interests are recounted 
through a polyphony of voices. Containing some of the most evocative 
scenes of the era, Ten Days is a stunningly vivid account of one of the 
most signifi cant events of the 20th century.
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1 Ten Days that Shook the World 11:56

2 Notes and Explanations 12:10

3 Popular organizations 11:34

4 Chapter 1 9:58

5 There remains a phenomenon which puzzled foreign… 10:01

6 September and October are the worst months of… 10:13

7 Chapter 2 9:34

8 In the barracks, the factories, on the street-corners… 10:21

9 On the extreme right the organs of the scarcely-veiled… 10:26

10 Smolny Institute, headquarters of the Tsay-ee-kah... 9:23

11 Under date of October 29th I fi nd entered in my… 9:47

12 Chapter 3 9:58

13 In the Council of the Republic Kerensky declared that… 9:46

14 On October 25th, behind closed doors, the Central… 10:45

15 Outside a chill, damp wind came from the west… 7:32

16 As I crossed the Palace Square several batteries of… 10:38

17 Rabochi i Soldat was just out, all its front page one... 11:11

18 Chapter 4 10:32

19 Just inside a couple of soldiers stood on guard... 8:56

20 The massive facade of Smolny blazed with lights as… 10:36

21 But suddenly a new sound made itself heard… 10:03

22 Kameniev jangled the bell, shouting, ‘Keep your…’ 9:37

23 After a few minutes huddling there, some hundreds… 10:14

24 We came out into the cold, nervous night… 10:51

25 Chapter 5 9:49

26 Novaya Zhizn, while pleading for a new Government… 10:02

27 As we left the Duma building two boy scouts were… 9:47

28 Other speakers followed, apparently without any… 10:23

29 Then one after another, amid rising enthusiasm… 10:28

30 The Left Socialist Revolutionaries proposed a… 10:46

31 In spite of the revolutionary exaltation of the… 8:57

32 Chapter 6 11:43

33 The hall rose, cheering, with kindling eyes. 10:56

34 The door of the great Mikhailovsky Riding-School… 10:49

35 From time to time couriers came from the telephone… 11:53

36 Chapter 7 8:40

37 News from the provinces. Moghilev had declared… 9:24

38 Before the door of Smolny was an automobile. 10:08

An experienced and award-winning stage actor, Adam Sims’s 
credits include The Madness of George III (Leeds Playhouse), Alice 
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Disquiet and Nightmare Alley.

NON-
FICTION

UNABRIDGED

John Reed
Read by Adam Sims

THEWORLD

TEN DAYS

SHOOK
THAT



2

39 We wandered on up the street, where the lights... 9:54

40 Chapter 8 12:40

41 Far away still sounded occasional shots, but the city… 11:20

42 Meanwhile all was not well on the revolutionary front. 11:16

43 ‘Will the Bolsheviki be admitted into the new…’ 11:13

44 Chapter 9 8:53

45 In the upstairs buffet so thick they lay that one could... 10:06

46 Just then came a knock on the door. It opened… 8:35

47 Baklanov was formally taking over the offi ce from… 8:35

48 It was dark when we came to the barracks of the… 9:25

49 Chapter 10 10:17

50 The station at Moscow was deserted. We went to… 9:28

51 Late in the night we went through the empty streets… 9:18

52 Chapter 11 9:55

53 Meanwhile the Vikzhel’s Conference to Form a New… 9:36

54 Trotsky spoke at length in favor of the resolution. 11:27

55 The response from the whole country was like a blast… 8:43

56 On the 22nd of November the walls of the city were… 10:11

57 On November 27th a committee of Cossacks came to… 9:55

58 Chapter 12 9:55

59 On the third day Lenin suddenly mounted the tribune… 9:47

60 Followed him Lenin, listened to now with absorbing… 10:42

61 In the meanwhile, in the great hall Ustinov had… 9:40
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