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ConCertos (tracks 36-38)
Known in his lifetime as a composer of choral works, Bruch is now remembered chiefly for a handful of orchestral compositions. He left three symphonies in addition to a 
variety of other, shorter orchestral compositions, including a Serenade, a Romance for Viola, and works based on Celtic and Russian melodies.

otHer seleCteD Works (track 39)

mussorGsky, moDest (1839–1881)

The second half of the nineteenth century brought with it a burgeoning of Russian culture.  In music, nationalism was represented by ‘The Five’, 
described by the polymath Stasov as the Mighty Handful: Balakirev, Cui, Mussorgsky, Rimsky-Korsakov and Borodin. Except for their self-appointed 
leader, Balakirev, the others were essentially amateur, at least in their musical origins. Mussorgsky was born in 1839, the son of a land-owner. As a 
young army officer he had musical ambitions, and without any training in composition tried his hand at an opera, as well as lesser composition, for the 
entertainment of his friends. It was a meeting with Cui and with the composer Alexander Dargomizhsky (1813–1869) that led him to a more influential 
association with Balakirev and Stasov. After leaving the army, Mussorgsky held various positions in the civil service. At his death in 1881, the result of 
epilepsy induced by alcoholism, he left a great deal unfinished, including the opera Khovanshchina, later completed by Rimsky-Korsakov, who took 
it upon himself to serve as musical executor to both Mussorgsky and Borodin. His great Russian opera Boris Godunav was to be revised by Rimsky-
Korsakov, who applied his technical abilities to smoothing out apparent crudities in this and other work.

oPera (tracks 40-42)
The greatest of Mussorgsky’s creations was the opera Boris Godunov, based on Pushkin and Karamazin. He completed the first version in 1869 and a second version in the 
1870s, but it was Rimsky-Korsakov’s version that was first performed outside Russia. Other operas by Mussorgsky include Khovanshchina, completed and orchestrated by 
Rimsky-Korsakov. The unfinished opera Sorochintsy Fair, after Gogol, includes the orchestral favourite A Night on the Bare Mountain—an orchestral witches’ sabbath.

Piano musiC (tracks 43-44)
Mussorgsky’s 1874 suite Pictures at an Exhibition has proved the most popular of all the composer’s works, both in its original version for piano and in colourful orchestral 
versions. He also wrote a number of lesser-known pieces, including sonatas, scherzos, impromptus and preludes.

otHer seleCteD Works (tracks 45-46)

Text by Keith Anderson, David McCleery, David Patmore and Caroline Waight


